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who had married in the past had not demanded a
general council for that purpose, [192] but that they
had taken them in whatever way they had desired.
The Father replied to this that it was very true that
the Frenchmen who had hitherto married in the
country had not made such a stir about it, but also
that their intentions were far removed from ours,—
that their purpose had been to become barbarians,
and to render themselves exactly like them. He
said that we, on the contrary, aimed by this alliance
to make them like us, to give them the knowledge
of the true God, and to teach them to keep his holy
commandments, and that the marriages of which we
were speaking were to be stable and perpetual; and
he laid before them all the other advantages they
would derive therefrom. These brutal minds gave
but little heed to the spiritual considerations; the
temporal were more to their taste, and of these they
wished to have very definite assurances. Some days
later, this Captain came to see us in the absence of the
Father Superior, assuring us that they had conferred
among themselves touching the three propositions
that had been made; that the old men were very
favorable to them, and that he had come in order to
be enlightened concerning certain doubts they had
about marriage. And first, he told us, they would
be very glad to know what a husband [193] would
give to his wife; that among the Hurons the custom
was to give a great deal besides,—that is to say, a
beaver robe, and perhaps a porcelain collar. 2nd,
whether the wife would have everything at her dis-
posal. 3rd, if the husband should desire to return to
France, whether he would take his wife with him;
and, in case she remained, what he would leave her



